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an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, specifically: 
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Continuation of Box 11,2 
Claims Nos.: 15-16. 18-20 



The subject-fnatter of claims 15 and 16 is so unclear (Art. 6 PCT) that 
no meanlngfull search of the said claims is possible. The said claims 
relate, respectively, to a method and a composition which are not 
defined by any features whatsoever making it impossible to determine the 
matter for which protection is sought. 
Consequently the said claims cannot be searched. 

Present claims 18 to 20 relate to a method of preserving the viability 
of a plant cell exposed to viability-threatening extracellular NTP 
depletion, comprising administering a viability-preserving substance 
comprising a nucleotide sequence and/or the polypeptide(s) encoded 
thereby. The said nucleotide and/or polypetlde(s) being only defined by 
reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely which has 
the effect, when expressed in the plant cell, of tending to increase the 
extracellular concentration of NTP (especially ATP). However, no 
features characterizing the said nucleotide sequence and/or 
polypeptlde(s) are given in the claims. The skilled man is therefore 
unable to identify which substance falls under the scope of the said 
claims. Known sequences might well be encompassed In the said 
definition. The claims lack thus clarity (Art. 6 PCT) as to render a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible. 
Similarly, the description refers only to desirable properties of the 
said polypeptides namely nucleotide sequences which encode the 
components of a biochemical pathway which result in elevated levels of 
extracellular NTP (p. 13, second paragraph) without giving any technical 
features characterizing the said sequences and/or polypeptides. 
Consequently, claims 18 to 20 are so unclear (Art. 6 PCT) that no 
meaningful searh of the said claims is possible. 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority Is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This Is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-7. 10. 12-14. 29 (all partially) 

Method of controlling the viability of a plant cell by 

contacting the plant cell or cells with an inhibitor of 

ectoATPase. . . 

A composition comprising the said inhibitor. 

Use of the said inhibitor as an active agent in the 

preparartion of a herbicidal composition. 

2. claims: 1-7. 10. 12-14. 29(all partially). 8-9, 30 (all fully) 

Method of controlling the viability of a plant cell by 
contacting the plant cell or cells with a non hydrolizable 
NTP analogue. 

A composition comprising said analogue. 

Use of the said analogue as an active agent in the 

preparartion of a herbicidal composition. 



3. claims: 1-6. 10, 12-14 (all partially) 

Method of controlling the viability of a plant cell by 
contacting the plant cell or cells with an enzyme which 
hydrolysis NTP (apyrase, hexokinase) . 
A composition comprising the said enzyme. 



4. claim: 17 (fully) 

Method of preserving the viability of a plant cell or cells 
exposed to viability-threatening extracellular NTP 
depletion, the method comprising the step of administering a 
vi abi 1 i ty-preservi ng NTP . 



5. claims: 21-28 (fully) 

Method of altering the viability of a plant or part thereof, 
the method comprising the step of introducing into the plant 
or part thereof a recombinant nucleic acid molecule 
comprising a sequence of at least 200 bases having 90%. 
sequence identity with a sequence encoding one of the 
polypeptide listed in table 3. 

Use of the said nucleic acid in the preparation of a 
composition. . ^. j 

A trangenic plant produced by the above method. 

6. claims: 1-5. lO. 12-14 (all partially), 11. 31-33 (all fully) 
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Method of controlling the viability of a plant cell by 
contacting the plant cell or cells with an inhibitor or 
antagonist of one or more of the polypeptide of table 3. 
A composition comprising the said inhibitor or antagonist. 
Use of the said inhibitor or antagonist as an active agent 
in the preparartion of a herbicidal composition. 
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